
UNITED^ATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION^ENCY
£7 MA

S. Michael Tyroiak, P . E .
Manager, Previously Operated Properties
Environmental Resources
Koppers Company, Inc.
1940 Koppers Bu i l d i ng
436 Seventh Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Re: South Cavalcade site
Dear Mr, Tymiak:
In your letter dated Hay 5, 1986, you requested comment/approval from the
U .S . Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) , Superfund Enforcement Sect ion,
to release liquid wastes generated during the Remedial Investigation atthe South Cavalcade site to the Houston sanitary sewer for treatment by
a Houston POTW. In your letter you also requested that EPA SuperfundEnforcenent Section provide comment/approval on behalf of all appropriate
Federal Agencies relat ive to this matter.
Pertinent to this issue, EPA recently advanced a set of proposed criter ia
for discharging CERCLA l iquid wastes to a POTW. Enclosed is a copy of
the Apri l IS, 1986 Memorandum del ineating those proposed cr iter ia .
EPA' s understanding of the s ite spec if i c facts are as fo l lows: (1) the
washwater is contaminated with creosote constituents, (2) ind iv idual
pollutant concentrations less than one part-per-mi l l ion and (3) this
water will be released in lots of eight thousand gallons per day to theHouston North Side POTW. Based on these facts, and the aforementioned
cr i ter ia, EPA Superfund approves the re lease(s) of the water to the
Houston POTW, per the permission/comments of the City of Houston,
Department of Publ ic Works . In a letter dated Hay 20, 1986, EPA alsoexpressed its approval to the Texas Water Commiss ion; a copy of that
letter is also enclosed.
EPA Superfund Enforcement cannot specif ical ly provide comment/approvalon behalf of all appropriate Federal Agencies in relation to this matter.
However, EPA is tasked as the lead agency with in the Federal government to
oversee environmental legislation and we can provide comment regarding
"compliance" with the following environmental legis lat ion: the Compre-
hensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liabi l ity Act (CERCLA) ;the Clean Water Act (CWA) ; the Resource Conservat ion and Recovery Act
(RCRA) ; and the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) . We have provided our
approval relative to CERCLA. " Since these liquid wastes are neither listed
nor characteristic RCRA wastes, RCRA legislation does not apply. The
TSCA regulations do not apply since this area of concern is already
addressed by the CWA. Under authority of the CWA, regulation of dischargesinto the sev >ystem has been delegated to the City of Houston throughtheir appr _Vv. ^PDES pretreatment program. Avai lable data indicates that
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: exr-it approval . t a l so doe nSt appe r ha!-Ti"6" t0 the EPA tor

pose a threat with regards to n^c th!f u 'he P r °P° sed d i scharge w i l l
Control Authority, the C ity VHOsto „? t"" 1"terfere"«- However, a
ar,d the performance history of the recei Q pnnA'8 ^e Pr°posec1 "^chargegeneral proh ib i t ions and goals of thP r *i"9 ° deternii"e whether
violated. The discharge sho d not be lalNn^""66^1 pr°9ra" wi l 1 ^vio lat ion of its NPHES permit. J a"y POTIJ which is in
Should you have any quest ions please contact John at (2 1 4 ) 767 .9?00 .
Sincerely yours, CM

tarry 0. Uright , Chief
Superfund Enforcement Sect ion
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Enclosures
cc: c . Smith, DPH, Houston

D. Sorrel Is, TWC
B. Tohin , MRA

*>cc: B. Luthans , 6H-PM
B. Taylor, 6H-CE
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